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(b) The operator/lessee shall provide 
access, at all reasonable times, to the 
authorized officer for inspection or in-
vestigation of operations in order to 
determine whether the operations are 
in compliance with all applicable laws, 
rules, and orders; the terms and condi-
tions of the Federal lease or license; 
and requirements of any approved re-
source recovery and protection plan 
for: 

(1) Production practices. 
(2) Development. 
(3) Resource recovery and protection. 
(4) Diligent development and contin-

ued operation. 
(5) Audits of Federal rental and roy-

alty payments on producing Federal 
leases. 

(6) Abandonment. 
(7) MER determinations.

§ 3486.2 Notices and orders. 
(a) Address of responsible party. Before 

beginning operations, the operator/les-
see shall inform the authorized officer 
in writing of the operator/lessee’s post 
office address and the name and post 
office address of the superintendent or 
designated agent who will be in charge 
of the operations and who will act as 
the local representative of the oper-
ator/lessee. Thereafter, the authorized 
officer shall be informed of any 
changes. 

(b) Receipt of notices and orders. The 
operator/lessee shall be construed to 
have received all notices and orders 
that are mailed by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested, to the mine of-
fice or handed to a responsible official 
connected with the mine or exploration 
site for transmittal to the operator/les-
see or his local representative.

§ 3486.3 Enforcement. 
(a) If the authorized officer deter-

mines that an operator/lessee has failed 
to comply with the rules of this part, 
the terms and conditions of the Federal 
lease or license, the requirements of 
approved exploration or resource re-
covery and protection plans, or orders 
of the authorized officer, and such non-
compliance does not threaten imme-
diate and serious damage to the mine, 
the deposit being mined, valuable ore-
bearing mineral deposits or other re-
sources, or affect the royalty provi-

sions of the rules of this part, the au-
thorized officer shall serve a notice of 
noncompliance upon the operator/les-
see by delivery in person to him or his 
agent, or by certified mail, return re-
ceipt requested, addressed to the oper-
ator/lessee at his last known address. 
Failure of the operator/lessee to take 
action in accordance with the notice of 
noncompliance within the time limits 
specified by the authorized officer shall 
be grounds for cessation of operations 
upon notice by the authorized officer. 
The authorized officer may also rec-
ommend to the authorized officer the 
initiation of action for cancellation of 
the Federal lease or license and for-
feiture of any Federal lease bonds. 

(b) The notice of noncompliance shall 
specify in what respect(s) the operator/
lessee has failed to comply with the 
rules of this part, the terms and condi-
tions of the Federal lease or license, 
the requirements of approved explo-
ration or resource recovery and protec-
tion plans, or orders of the authorized 
officer, and shall specify the action 
that must be taken to correct such 
noncompliance and the time limits 
within which such action must be 
taken. 

(c) If, in the judgment of the author-
ized officer, an operator/lessee is con-
ducting activities which fail to comply 
with the rules of this part, the terms 
and conditions of the Federal lease or 
license, the requirements of approved 
exploration or resource recovery and 
protection plans, or orders of the au-
thorized officer, and/or which threaten 
immediate and serious damage to the 
mine, the deposit being mined, valu-
able ore-bearing mineral deposits, or, 
regarding exploration, the environ-
ment, the authorized officer shall order 
the immediate cessation of such activi-
ties without prior notice of noncompli-
ance. 

(d) A written report shall be sub-
mitted by the operator/lessee to the au-
thorized officer when such noncompli-
ance has been corrected. Upon concur-
rence by the authorized officer that the 
conditions which warranted the 
issuance of a notice or order of non-
compliance have been corrected, the 
authorized officer shall so notify the 
operator/lessee in writing.
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